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G1  - Extremely rare and critically imperiled with 5 or fewer occur-
rences or very few remaining individuals; or because of some factor(s)
making it especially vulnerable to extinction.

G2 - Very rare and imperiled with 6 to 20 occurrences or few remain-
ing individuals; or because of some factor(s) making it vulnerable to
extinction.

G3 - Either very rare and local throughout its range or found locally
(even abundantly at some of its locations) in a restricted range; or
vulnerable to extinction because of other factors.  Usually fewer than
100 occurrences are documented.

G4  - Common and apparently secure globally, though it may be rare
in parts of its range, especially at the periphery.

G5 - Very common and demonstrably secure globally, though it may
be rare in parts of its range, especially at the periphery.

GH - Formerly part of the world’s fauna with some expectation that it
may be rediscovered; generally applies to species that have not been
verified for an extended period (usually >15 years) and for which some
inventory has been attempted recently.

GX - Believed to be extinct throughout its range with virtually no
likelihood of rediscovery.

GU - Possibly rare, but status uncertain and more data needed.

G? - Unranked, or, if following a ranking, rank uncertain (e.g., G3?).

G_G_ - The rank is uncertain, but considered to be within the indi-
cated range of ranks (also, T_T_).

G_Q  - Taxon has a questionable taxonomic assignment (e.g., G3Q).

G_T_ - Signifies the rank of a subspecies (e.g., G5T1 would apply to
a subspecies if the species is demonstrably secure globally (G5) but the
subspecies warrants a rank of T1, critically imperiled.)

Codes used in Species Lists

Global Rank (from the Nature Conservancy)
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S1 - Extremely rare and critically imperiled with 5 or fewer
occurrences or very few remaining individuals in Virginia; or
because of some factor(s) making it especially vulnerable to
extirpation in Virginia.

S2 - Very rare and imperiled with 6 to 20 occurrences or few
remaining individuals in Virginia; or because of some factor(s)
making it vulnerable to extirpation in Virginia.

S3 - Rare to uncommon in Virginia with between 20 and 100
occurrences; may have fewer occurrences if found to be common
or abundant at some of these locations; may be somewhat vulner-
able to extirpation in Virginia.

SH - Formerly part of Virginia’s fauna with some expectation that
it may be rediscovered; generally applies to species that have not
been verified in the state for an extended period (usually >15
years) and for which some inventory has been attempted recently.

SX - Believed to be extirpated from Virginia with virtually no
likelihood of rediscovery.

SR - Reported for Virginia, but without persuasive documentation
that would provide a basis for either accepting or rejecting the report.

SU - Possibly rare, but status uncertain and more data needed.

S_? - Rank uncertain. For example the rank S2? denotes a species
that may range from S1 to S3.

S_S_ - Rank is uncertain, but considered to be within the indi-
cated range of ranks.

S_B/S_N - Breeding and nonbreeding status of an animal (prima-
rily used for birds) in Virginia, when they differ.

SZN - Long distance migrant whose occurrences outside of the
breeding season are not monitored or a species whose wintering
populations are transitory and usually do not occur regularly at
specific localities.

SN? - Long distance migrant that has been recorded north and
south of Virginia waters and should eventually be found
along the coast of Virginia.

SA - State accidental; not a regular member of the Virginia fauna
but recorded in the state at least once.

State Rank
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LE - Listed Endangered. A taxon threatened with extinction
throughout all or a significant portion of its range.

LT - Listed Threatened. A taxon likely to become endangered in
the foreseeable future.

LT/SA - Listed as Threatened due to Similarity of Appearance.
The species so closely resembles an endangered or threatened
species or population that enforcement personnel of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service cannot readily distinguish between the taxa
(e.g., the northern population of the bog turtle is federally listed
as endangered, but turtles from the southern population, which
includes Virginia, are not readily distinguishable from them).

LT/PDL - Listed as Threatened but proposed for delisting. The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has proposed that this species be
removed from the list of Endangered and Threatened wildlife.
However, at the present time, the species is still listed as Threat-
ened pending further action and is thus protected under the
Endangered Species Act.

PE - Proposed Endangered. A taxon proposed for listing as
endangered.

PT - Proposed Threatened. A taxon proposed for listing as threat-
ened.

C - Candidate. There is enough available information to propose
the species for listing, but listing is “precluded by other pending
proposals of higher priority”. (Formerly Candidate, Category 1)

Federal Status

LE - Listed Endangered; defined as a species that is in danger of
extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range.

LT - Listed Threatened; defined as a species that is likely to
become endangered within the foreseeable future.

SC - Special Concern; animals that merit special concern accord-
ing to the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries.
This is not a legal category.

State Status
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